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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST
BENEFICENT, THE MOST MERCIFUL

Tur REWARDS AND BENEFITS OF
SURAT AL-Mulk

Once family members and friends are away
and relatives and beloved ones see us off, and we
are kept away from all wishes and hopes; there
will be neither companion, mate nor partner
with us; either close or far within such expatria-
tion. Albeit, within such loneliness, this magnif-
icent Surat comes to providing intercession for
its reciters, as the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said: There is a Surat in the Holy Qur’an that has
thirty verses, which mediated to its reciter until
Allah has forgiven his sins.

11
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It is Surat Al-Mulk that reads, (Blessed is He
in whose hand is dominion). Sunan Ibn Majah.

Surat Al-Mulk was revealed to the Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH) in Mecca, and it ad-
dresses the issue of belief in Allah, the Hereaf-
ter and Reward; however, it instils in the soul of
the believer, who keeps on its recitation and de-

liberation of its meanings, the unattended fear
of Allah.

OBJECTIVES AND MEANINGS OF THE SURAT

The surat addresses in the first verses the
concept of recognizing Allah, Blessed and El-
evated, in order to reach the main objective of
the surat, which is the unattended fear of God.

Whereas, Allah, the Almighty, introduc-
es His Magnificent Identity through recogniz-
ing the signs of His miraculous Capability in the
earth, heaven and souls. Since the more man-
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kind becomes aware of Allah, the Almighty, the
more they recognize and know about His ex-
alted qualities and names. In addition, they be-
come more connected to His sovereignty and
becomes more aware of His magnificent power
and mercy as well, Blessed and Elevated; in do-
ing so, the person gets fear of God generated in-
side himself, and this is confirmed in what Allah
said in the Holy Qur'an: (“Only those fear Al-
lah, from among His servants, who have knowl-
edge”) Surat Fatir: 28.

GLLA asls o Q| ey W

The surat has started with the emphasis on
Allah’s dominion that dictates His absolute pow-
er and capability to manage His dominion as to
bestowing, denying, giving, recovering, return-
ing, removing and establishing. As His domin-
ion is complete and all that encompassed with-
in this entire universe of humankind, birds and
all things mentioned within the surat cannot be
out of His will and control, Blessed and Elevat-
ed, in any way at all. And even the water drop
we drink and the bird hovering with its wings in

13
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the space cannot stretch and contract its wings
without the will of Allah, the Almighty.

Albeit, some people, who apparently pos-
sessed some of this worldly life property, fan-
cied that they have actually enjoyed possession,
as the Holy Qur’an describes that in the name of
Pharaoh: (“O my people, does not the kingdom
of Egypt belong to me, and these rivers flowing
beneath me; then do you not see?”) Surat Az-
Zukhruf: 51.

(5 o L;J.w Sy

Then, the second verse comes to make hu-
mankind reconsiders itself concerning the real
meaning of dominion; as Allah, the Almighty,
solely possesses death and life, and those of hu-
man beings whatever they possess, they have no
control or mastery over it at all!

However, everything exists in this mag-
nificent dominion has its own wisdom behind
its existence. As death and life are amongst the
greatest signs of capability and dominion, and
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which Allah, the Almighty, has made as tribula-
tion and test for mankind, as He said: “[He] who
created death and life to test you [as to] which
of you is best in deed”.

The surat’s verses attempt to take us away
from the familiar and usual meanings that can-
not ignite our conscience to awake and do not
revive faith inside humankind’s heart. As these
meanings make them pass swiftly by all these
magnificent signs within the universe in a way
that does not agitate inside themselves the
meanings of fear and glorification towards their
Almighty Creator Lord.

Moreover, death and life are not a familiar
case, as it occurs every hour, every day and every
moment with every creature. However, this does
not exclude it from the frame of the magnifi-
cent power and peerless capability of Allah to
the extent of familiarity and normality until it
becomes a usual issue that does not impact hu-
mankind; and it neither also renews their faith
nor spread belief, fear and submission to Allah
again in their souls. As he said: “([He] who cre-
ated death and life to test you [as to] which of

15
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you is best in deed - and He is the Exalted in
Might, the Forgiving.”

Notwithstanding, death and life have an end
in themselves, as everything in this universe that
is created by Allah, Blessed and Elevated, has
been created for the purpose of testing and trib-
ulation. It is all about who amongst all human-
kind, since Allah has created Adam (PBUH) un-
til the Day of Judgment, can offer the best deeds
between the hands of Allah, the Almighty.

Despite His prior and eternal knowledge
about His slaves and who will offer the best
deeds, it is due to His utmost justice, mercy and
benevolence with His creatures. Allah, the Al-
mighty, has not judged them by presenting the
proof of eternal knowledge against them, but He
willed to judge them according to their deeds
and behaviors in this worldly life.

As humankind find themselves every morn-
ing and evening in a large examination venue,
with an area that covers this earth and for a lim-
ited period known and predestined only by Al-
lah, the Almighty and the All Forgiving.

16

BY DR. RUQAIA TAHA ALALWANI

The verses of Surat Al-Mulk go ahead with
its reciter gradually in order to reach the best
deeds rank, the most sincere and righteous.
As He/she considers no one else except Allah,
Blessed and Elevated, in all their deeds and ac-
tions, so they purify it from every impurity and
defect such as the love of people’s flattery and
praise...etc. in order to reach the total sinceri-
ty in deeds and actions. However, in order for
humankind to accomplish sincerity inside their
heart, they need to develop and enhance fear of
God in their souls by prescience.

In view of this, the next verses come to draw
humankind’s attention to the world around him/
her, which represents the world they can dis-
cern through the creation of earth and heavens:
(“[And] who created seven heavens in layers.
You do not see in the creation of the Most Mer-
ciful any inconsistency. So return [your] vision
[to the sky]; do you see any breaks? (3) Then
return [your] vision twice again. [Your] vision
will return to you humbled while it is fatigued.
(4) And We have certainly beautified the nearest
heaven with stars and have made [from] them

17
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what is thrown at the devils and have prepared
for them the punishment of the Blaze (5)”).

The verses, however, emphasize the worship
of meditation in God’s creation, which cannot be
accomplished by a usual fleeting look to the sky,
stopping just at the boundaries of its beauty and
magnificence of its making without any move to
realize the mightiness of the Creator who per-
fected the making of everything. It is a feeling
that leads to recognizing its exalted qualities,
Blessed and Elevated, and glorifying Him in a
manner that matches His Majesty, Glory be to
Him; in doing so, the heart reaches the point of
total faith, submission, acquiescence and hum-
bleness to the Creator, Blessed and Elevated.

Albeit, the nature of our contemporary life
has hindered people from showing interest in
such fascinating worship that touches the sides
of spirit, soul and mind altogether. It is an issue
of paramount importance for humankind’s state
as to mental stability and tranquility.

Attaa narrated: Obaid bin Omar and I en-
tered into Aisha’s house (May Allah be pleased

18
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with her) and she said to Obaid bin Omar: Final-
ly, it is time to call on us? And he said, I would
say as our ancestors said: give short visits to be
more beloved. And Aisha said: let’s overlook
your words. Then, bin Omar asked her: Could
you tell us about the most wonderful thing you
have seen of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)? He
said she kept silent for a minute then she said:
one night, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said, Oh, Aisha, could you please leave me to
worship my Lord tonight? And I said, I swear
by Allah that I love being close to you and I love
what pleases you. She said, then the Prophet got
up and washed for prayer and started to per-
form prayer; she said, He continued to weep un-
til his lap became wet, and He was sitting and
continued to weep until his beard was wet. She
said, and He wept and continued to weep until
the floor beneath him became wet. Then, Belal,
may Allah be pleased with him, came to alert
the Prophet about the prayer time, and when he
saw him weeping he said: Oh, Messenger of Al-
lah, why do you weep while Allah has forgiven
all your prior and subsequent sins? The Prophet

19
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said: Should not I be a thankful slave? There is
a verse revealed to me tonight, and woe to any-
one who might recite it without deliberating its
meaning; it reads: “Indeed, in the creation of the
heavens and the earth and the alternation of the
night and the day are signs for those of under-
standing.” (Shahih at-Targhib wa at-Tarhib, Mu-
hammad Nashiruddin al-Albani).
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The worship of meditation and deliber-
ation has become forgotten in our modern
world, as a result to what human beings have
invented of illusory preoccupations. As such
preoccupations existed during the time of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) when he shoul-
dered the burdens of a whole nation; however,
this had not prevented him from meditation
and worshiping.

This great Prophet with all his huge preoc-
cupations managed to dedicate sufficient time
for such magnificent worship. It is the wor-
ship of meditation in the creation of heavens
and earth, and He alerts his nation to its impor-
tance and the need to allocate time for it; due to
its great impact on the revival of faith in Allah,
complete submission to Him, Blessed and Ele-
vated, and enhancing His fear in our souls.

21



CONTEMPLATING SURAT AL-MULK

For this reason, the verses followed this
verse came to describe the punishment of the
disbelievers, as disbelief is a barrier fabricated
by man that it prevented them from recognizing
their Creator, Glory be to Him, Who dissemi-
nated the signs within the universe and souls to
know Him. As everything in the heavens dic-
tates that God is one, everything on the earth
and the all verses of Surat Al-Mulk emphasize
just one thing: “There is no God but Allah”

However, all these signs are clear before the
eyes and mind of human beings, they could not
guide them to faith but rather to disbelief. This
is issue indicates that there has been a major
defect; so, the verses that read: (When they are
thrown into it, they hear from it a [dreadful] in-
haling while it boils up. (7) It almost bursts with
rage. Every time a company is thrown into it, its
keepers ask them, “Did there not come to you a
warner?” (8)).

The Hellfire feels wrathful of that disbeliev-
er who saw all these signs and evidence before
his eyes, but he did not listen to the call of his
heart, mind and righteous nature to answer the

22
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call of the Truth, Blessed and Elevated. This is
why a sort of reproach comes in a verse (“Did
there not come to you a warner?”); so, the mat-
ter here is not a matter of questioning, but rath-
er a rebuke and increase in torture for this dis-
believer who defied all these signs and evidence.
(They will say, “Yes, a warner had come to us,
but we denied and said, ‘Allah has not sent down
anything. You are not but in great error”), then,
the next verse comes to stress: (And they will
say, “If only we had been listening or reasoning,
we would not be among the companions of the
Blaze”(10)).

Albeit, amongst the reasons that lead man
to disbelief is disrupting the means of percep-
tion that Allah has bestowed upon His creatures
in order to guide them to Him, Blessed and Ele-
vated. As those possessed mind, heart, hearing,
sight and all means of perception; but through
their disbelief, they precluded such means from
submitting to recognition of Allah and His fear.

In view of this, disrupting the means of
perception is one of the most hideous offenc-
es committed by mankind against themselves;

23
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thus, what Allah said in Surat Al-Araf (179):
(And We have certainly created for Hell many
of the jinn and mankind. They have hearts with
which they do not understand, they have eyes
with which they do not see, and they have ears
with which they do not hear. Those are like live-
stock; rather, they are more astray. It is they who
are the heedless.)

As animal and livestock can see things and
discern signs and evidence guiding to the cre-
ation of Allah, Blessed and Elevated, but they
are not required to transform this knowledge
into knowledge through which they could pro-
vide their best actions; while humankind are re-
quired and assigned to make this knowledge and
means guide them to knowing Allah and His
fear.

However, the required knowledge is not a
stagnant one but active knowledge that encour-
ages the believer to formulate fear of Allah and
considering Him in every word and action. The
thing that helps him perfect his actions, benev-
olence to his knowledge and certainty that Al-
lah, the Almighty, is fully aware of all his actions.

24
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At this point, the verses move forward to
compare between those who disrupted the
means of perception that it led them to the
Hellfire. And the believer who employed those
means and led him to the internal fear of Al-
lah and attainment of His satisfaction, Bless-
ed and Elevated: (Indeed, those who fear their
Lord unseen will have forgiveness and great re-
ward (12)).

How has this fear of Allah been accom-
plished? The Surat of Al-Mulk provides the
practical steps for promoting and heading for
such fear.

Thus, the continuous meditation and think-
ing in the universe around us generates fear of
God, which consists of apprehension with dread,
glorification, love and affection to Allah, the Al-
mighty. However, people who fear Him most are
those who perfect their actions and deeds most.

This great fear is expressed and interpret-
ed in the following verse in surat Al-Mulk (And
conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He
is Knowing of that within the breasts (13)). As

25
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such fear makes the feeling of Allah’s monitoring
as a self-monitoring present all the time, with
which both covertness and overtness becomes
equal.

It also makes humankind monitors Allah,
the Almighty, even as to their emotions and feel-
ings knowing that Allah is watching them; as
covertness is just as overtness to Him, Blessed
and Elevated, since He is the Subtly Kind, the All
Aware and the All Knowing about the essence of
all things. However, at this juncture, the phase
of fixing the covert issues and taking care of it
starts, as it comes within the oversight of Allah,
the Almighty, and He is well aware of it all. And
we can wonder as to the person who consid-
ers Allah in all his emotions and feelings, how
the actions he presents between Allah’s hands
will be!

How the actions of the person, who is con-
fident that Allah, the Blessed and Elevated, is
watching him in everything, in his sleep, in his
emotions, in his words and in his actions, will
be! Moreover, how this world around us will be
once the degree of humankind’s monitoring to
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their Lord, Exalted and Elevated, reaches that
limit!

It is the best action for which the magnifi-
cent surat calls for and builds through fear of Al-
lah and considering Him in all cases. However,
the best deeds are not necessarily the largest, as
quantity in the Holy Qur’an is not the criterion
for benevolence and righteousness.

However, it is fidelity and perfection of
deeds, and the verses of the Holy Qur'an build
perfection and precision inside the believer. Per-
fection in their prayers, in their worship, in the
way they address people and in their profes-
sions, either they are doctors, engineers, super-
visors and/or dustmen; and in doing so, the uni-
verse will become like a mosque.

Now, there is a linkage with the following
verses: (It is He who made the earth tame for
you, so walk among its slopes and eat of His pro-
vision, and to Him is the resurrection. (15)).

Travelling and moving from one place to an-
other, and conducting work for a living with the
spirit of fear, perfection and holding faith that

27
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Allah, the Almighty, is The Ever Providing and
The Firm with all power, is a moderate way of
earning a living. And not purely hectic material-
istic one, in which the person ignores the facts of
Day of Judgment, Resurrection and returning to
their Originator. Since seeking work for a living
is just means not an end in itself for the believer.

However, if you wanted to seek a living in
this worldly life, you should take into consider-
ation the next rules:

o Livelihood is in Allah’s hand, and this is why
the verse reads (And eat of His provision).
Your living is not under anyone’s control,
and beware of being confused for even a sec-
ond that your living is in hands of anyone of
humankind, whatever their rank is; surely,
your living is not in hands of your employer,
minister nor a prince. Your living is solely in
Allah’s hand and with no other partners at
all. Considering this, the believer feels free
and liberated from any form of humiliation,
weakness, disgrace and submission to any-
one else except for Allah, Blessed and Ele-
vated.

28
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However, if once you felt for a moment that
your living is in hands of one of humankind, it
would be a catastrophe! You should renew your
faith, revive the sense of monotheism inside
your heart and rectify it.

 You should patient and flexible when earn-
ing a living, as your living will never be at-
tained through extreme carefulness or cu-
pidity; as such cupidity will lead to under-
mining of rights and duties as well, and man’s
dignity and honor will be degraded and hu-
miliated. Some people think that numerous
responsibilities, such as children and finan-
cial expenses and that sort of things, are jus-
tifications for legalizing usury and bribery,
so that unlawful things are permitted and
the rights of Allah, the Almighty, are under-
estimated and disregarded!

In view of that, the Hadith reported by Jaber
bin Abdullah who said, the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: “O, people, fear God and be pa-
tient and easy when earning a living, as no one
soul shall ever die without attaining their en-
tire livelihood. And should it be late, then fear

29
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God and sum up when earning a living; and take
what is lawful and abandon what is forbidden.”
Sunan Ibn Majah.
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Accordingly, all these hectic battles, which
we can see in our age as to money and proper-
ty, are illusory battles led by the Satan with the
assistance of devils of people who communi-
cate to other people that they control their living
and subsistence. However, whosoever believes
even for a moment that livelihood is in anyone
else’s hands except for Allah, Blessed and Exalt-
ed, they must hurry to correct and rectify their
monotheism and faith.

For this reason, the following verse under-
mine the fragile criteria established by human-
kind in sometimes, as Allah, the Almighty, said:
(Do you feel secure that He who [holds author-
ity] in the heaven would not cause the earth to
swallow you and suddenly it would sway? (16)
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Or do you feel secure that He who [holds au-
thority] in the heaven would not send against
you a storm of stones? Then you would know
how [severe] was My warning. (17)).

The earth is stable and peaceful, but who
made it firm and stable? In this verse, the is-
sue of security and safety is addressed; and ac-
cording to what extent your fear of Allah, the
Almighty, is, you can feel safe to the same ex-
tent. However, to what extent your fear of Allah,
Blessed and Elevated, and your glorification and
veneration to your Lord and His orders, Exalt-
ed and Blessed, you can attain stability, securi-
ty and safety.

While fear and apprehension began to dom-
inate our contemporary world; apprehension of
everything, though sources of living are massive
and prolific as never before, and types of food
and subsistence are numerous and everything
is available and plentiful. The world around us
is lighted with light bulbs, but all these things
have not prevented apprehension; apprehension
of everything, fear of the future, fear of loss of
living, fear of earthquakes and volcanoes, fear of
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what happened, what might happen and would
not happen yet. Where all these fears have come
from!

Hearts when becoming empty of fear of
their Lord, Blessed and Elevated, they are filled
with apprehension from everything and never
feel the sense of security and stability at all; and
they will never feel the sense of real safety, un-
less they are filled with the sense of fear of God
and coexistence with it.

(And already had those before them de-
nied, and how [terrible] was My reproach.
(18)). Where are they? Where are those who de-
fied the existence of their Lord, and how their
end was? Where is Pharaoh? Where is Haman?
Where is Croesus (Karun)? Where are all those
oppressive tyrants who did not fear Allah, the
Almighty, and observe His duties and orders?
Where are really they?!

Where are those who filled the world and
the earth with their tyranny, injustice and
mightiness? Where are really they? (And how
[terrible] was My reproach). Then, the verses
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caution through another scene that is not less
as to splendor and magnificence than the mag-
nitude and splendor of heavens and earth: (Do
they not see the birds above them with wings
outspread and [sometimes] folded in? None
holds them [aloft] except the Most Merciful. In-
deed He is, of all things, seeing. (19)). Have you
seen this splendid view? The scene of the bird
while hovering with its wings in the sky, who-
soever withholds and contracts its wings? Who-
soever has taught this bird before teaching hu-
mankind; that the weak bird can fly in the space
while humankind, who have attained all fasci-
nating means and senses of perception, have not
realized the idea of aviation until just recently!

Whosoever has taught it how to withhold
and contract its wings that sensible humankind
have learnt from it the philosophy of aviation!

(Or who is it that could be an army for you
to aid you other than the Most Merciful?(20)),
a disapproving interrogation, which attempts to
awaken the soul from its inadvertence before the
facts it has become familiar with until it has be-
come meaningless to it.
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(Or who is it that could be an army for you
to aid you other than the Most Merciful? (20)),
what soldiers on earth who can be in support
of humankind before the mightiness and ca-
pability of Allah, Blessed and Elevated? Where
had been Pharaoh’s soldiers when the sea de-
voured him and drowned thereof? Who made
Moses (PBUH) and his people victorious over
other opponents? Had not He been Allah, the
Almighty? (The disbelievers are not but in de-
lusion).

However, arrogance, illusion and vanity oc-
cur to humankind due to their inability to dis-
cern and consider what exists in the universe
and throughout the history of verses and evi-
dence; then, the verses reaffirm once again (Or
who is it that could provide for you if He with-
held His provision? (21)).

The livelihood, who claims its possession
as to origination, sustenance and prevention?
As in the verse (Or who is it that could provide
for you if He withheld His provision?), who can
provide livelihood except for Allah, Blessed and
Elevated?
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Then, the disapproving interrogations are
repeated to awaken consciousness and per-
ception: (Then is one who walks fallen on his
face better guided or one who walks erect on a
straight path?(22)). By disrupting the means of
perception and the inability of discerning the
right path, which in turn makes humankind
stumble along their way in life.

This is why the following verse came as fol-
lows: (Say, “It is He who has produced you and
made for you hearing and vision and hearts; lit-
tle are you grateful.” (23)).

Hence, thanksgiving and gratitude for all
these bounties and means can only be through
employing them in order to reach the faith in
Allah, acknowledgment of His signs and re-
membering to return to Him, Blessed and Ex-
alted, all the time.

However, concealing the specific time for
returning to Allah, Blessed and Elevated, should
not lead humankind to contentiousness, obsti-
nacy and defying its occurrence. (And they say,
“When is this promise, if you should be truth-
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ful?” (25) Say, “The knowledge is only with Al-
lah, and I am only a clear warner.” (26). The un-
seen that dictates concealing the appointment of
returning to Allah, Exalted and Blessed, is part
of testing and tribulation to humankind.

Then, the next verse comes to give a violent
shake to humankind that it depicts the Day of
Judgment as if it is a real-time event before their
eyes: (But when they see it approaching, the fac-
es of those who disbelieve will be distressed, and
it will be said, “This is that for which you used
to call”)

Notwithstanding, the decision is in man’s
hands, who will be judged alone about all they
have done in this worldly life and during their
short journey on the earth. Moreover, the vers-
es of the Noble Quran and the message of the
kind Prophet (PBUH) are just warnings for all
human beings, whose results shall soon appear
before them in the Day of Judgment. When hu-
mankind realize the truth that has been obvious
and clear before their eyes, but they overlooked
it through their obstinacy and insistence on dis-
belief and keeping away from the right path.
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(Say, “He is the Most Merciful; we have be-
lieved in Him, and upon Him we have relied.
And you will [come to] know who it is that is
in clear error”), thus, the believer discerns the
Hereafter and depicts the judgment scene before
his eyes due to his complete certainty in Allah,
Blessed and Elevated. Then, the last verse of su-
rat Al-Mulk turns the sights to consider the wa-
ter drops we drink.

Is there any human on the earth, either a
king or slave, strong or weak, disbeliever or be-
liever, who can live without water? (Say, “Have
you considered: if your water was to become
sunken [into the earth], then who could bring
you flowing water?” (30)). If all these facts, even
drops of water emphasize the mightiness and
capability of Allah, Blesses and Elevated; then,
how the sensible humankind ignore all these
signs and facts, and become familiar with them
to the extent of monotony, inability to realize its
value and the necessity of turning to give thanks
to their Creator!

In conclusion, the adherence to reciting the
Surat Al-Mulk generates inside the Muslim the
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feeling of these noble meanings again and again;
and hence, moving to the phase of fear of Al-
lah, which is one of the noblest qualities and
characteristics of believers: (Indeed, they who
are apprehensive from fear of their Lord.) Al-
Mu'minun: 57.

In view of this, the meaning of mediation
of this surat becomes clear for those who con-
sider its meanings and adhered to its recita-
tion; and applying what it contains of instruc-
tions that guide the Muslim towards the unat-
tended fear of Allah, for which Allah has prom-
ised those who adhere to it with forgiveness and
great reward.
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BASAERIS

Basaeris is Nonprofit organization designed
to participate in increasing people’s intellectu-
al abilities by contemplating the Holy Quran.
This contemplation can guide them towards a
better ways of thinking and improveing their
contributions in building up their families and
society.

In order to achieve its goals, Basaer is pre-
senting a number of contemplations of the Ho-
ly Quran in various languages. This will enable
people to develop better attitudes, raising their
standards polishing their manners while deal-
ing with others at different levels, through un-
derstanding the ethical message of the Quran.
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One of the most noticeable features of Ba-
saer is that its commentaries and contempla-
tions are designed for different intellectual and
cultural levels in a practical way that train peo-
ple to adhere and apply the values of the Quran-
ic message to real life in a simple, direct manner.

Basaeris also engaged in enabling Non-Ara-
bic speakers to overcome some of obstacles they
face in exploring the various translations of the
Quran, in addition to focusing on the aims and
meanings of its chapters, learning the values that
the Quran teaches and putting them into prac-
tice.
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